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I NTRODUCTION:

« Vydsa’s Mahabhdzata is one of +he two maqjor Sanskzit

Epics of ancient India the otherbeing Valmikis Ragmayana.
Though at the outset it Mazzates the stzuggle between two
gzoups of cousins in the Kuzukshetza war and the fates of
the Kauyava and the Pandava pzinces and their successors,
it is an eteznal sqga of all humanity, embodying the human
pzedicament, follies, aspizations and failuzes the human
gdzandeur and beq_u%y,‘l:he bet zayals and contzad ictions,
the Vviolence and vainness, all of the human t¥iumphs and
defeats. Tt is yightly said +hat Which is mot in Mahabhd rata
Cxists nowhere else |

As the title of the Reseawch P'acaject suggests, the chief
afm of it is to Revisit Mahabhazata thzough the critical
analysis of the dwamatic compositions by Bhasa,Tagore
and Modean Playwzights with zefezence to both their Tetts

and Performances.
THE MAHABHARATA PLAYS asczibed to BHASA

Bhasa is considezed to Le the most ancient Indian Play-
-wriaht whose plays weze completely lost to the wsrozld fqr
sevesdl centuzies pdst and were discovered by T. Ganapati
chastai in the year 1909.Though the authorship of Bhasa s
not universally accepted and the plays dze not held conclusively
as wepzesentn'ﬂg his original wozks, it s Yet possible Yo study
them as 'wozks of ast’
Among the 13 plays Uazought out by T. Ganapati shastri, six
are Lased on the episodes fzom the Mahabhazata They are,
HeZIY CaEA , YR, §AdTaei] g eripay ,9PT IR and
Bﬁuzaﬂﬂ. _
The most stoiking feature of Bhdsas ddmaturgy is that
it sympathises with the mavrginal gzoups while estyucturing
the wusozld of Mahabhdawzata. All those Who Were worshipped
as hezoes were ignored, the anti-heroes were honouwed. by
Bhdsa.Kazna, buryodhana ,Ghatotkacha occupy the centre
stage in Bhasa’s theatze a ¥aze post modean phenomenon founc

in the ancient Sanskzit dzamatusgy.




TAGORE’s DRAMATIC POEMS based on MAHABHARATA

* Dusing the last decade of +he 19+h Century Tagore
tzoduced a mew form STRIBIGY " Matya kabya’
or Dramatic Poems in Which much like a play, theae
ave Vevse dialogues Lretween chavacters but lacking
in dzdmatic daction.Though it was borrowed fzom
Westean litezature it Ushewed a mew eza in the Indion

Dzamatuzgy.

.« Out of Mine dzamatic poems composed by Tagore,
+here aze five based on well Known episodes of the
Mahabhazata. They are [EEm3], (772 - AfErEm TP,
e 37dgst and P -grdf] Aarg,

* The most staiking featuse of these dzdmatic poems is
that Tagowe lets his (zeativity take paecedence over
the plot or sequence Of events as well as +the natuze

of characters pwesented in the Epic.
THE MODERN PLAYS based on MAHABHARATA

. LTke Bhdasa and Tagore ,the Mahabhdzata has been retold
by Sevewal playwaights fn Modem times also to addaess
the contempozazy issues,the most prominent being Dhaama-

-Veer Bhazati's 34T 3. The others ave —

- Jean - (laude Carrieve’s Fzench Play’ Mdhabhadzata” tzanslated
Im English by Peter Baook. e Yayati, The Fize and +he Rain
both by Gizish Karnard » Kaunteya 1y Shirwadkar « Karna by
H. Kanhailal* chakzavyuha by Ratan Thiyam ¢ Komal &andhara,
Ek Aur baonachasya by Shankar Shesh « Hastinapur, Dehantar
by Nandkishor AchazyasTapaswiand Tazangini by Buddhadev

Bdsu.

¢ The Dzamatic foems ased on Maha, bhdzata b‘y Umashankar
Joshi » Post Independence Gyjazati Mythological Plays based
on Vvaaious Chawzdacters of Mahalbhazata.

sed Dzamatic Compos’:’rions

o All the albove Mdhabhazata ba MG
would be Citically analyzed in the Tndividual Chapters fzom

the point of View of d.eviatl'on,qltemtfon,fnnova’c\‘on in +he
0%iginal souwces both in tesms of Text and Performance to
establish the welevance of Mahabhazata down the dges.



