Theme note

“For to be Free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that
respects and enhances the freedom of others.” Nelson Mandela

“Una Paloma Blanca (Spanish for one white dove)
I’'m just a bird in the sky
Una Paloma Blanca
Over the mountains I fly
No one can take my freedom away”

These are a few lines of the very famous song released in 1975 by a Dutch
musician George Baker. The context of most patriotic works ultimately state
one’s struggle and the persevering endeavours to break free. Yet on a lighter
note, this song is about a South American farmer who after tirelessly working
all day, sits by a tree and dreams of being a white bird, who is free...

What is Freedom? Does it simply not to be bound by anything or anyone, in
addition to have the choice and the right to say and do as one feels and wishes.
Yes, in many respects, besides, there is so much more to it. We Indians know
what it was to be under someone’s rule. Some of us have experienced it and
some of us can envision it through the myriad texts and even paintings of
various scholars and artists respectively. Our nation has come a long way
though, the 75 years of Independence that we celebrate now have not come easy
to us. We are enjoying the fruit of the sacrifices made by the brave hearts who
willingly relinquished their lives for us to live and breathe in the free India
today. This certainly should not be taken for granted.

Yet again we ask ourselves, are we really free? The vices that allure us, the
unquenchable hunger to attain power and ignorance, aren’t all these still
enslaving us and pushing us into a bottomless pit? It surely is something to
contemplate upon.

In this National Art Workshop on the theme of Freedom, we will ask our
invited esteemed artists- What is Freedom from their perspective? We wish



to witness their interpretation of this word through their artworks during
the course of the workshop.

For this National Painting Workshop we are inviting renowned artists from
different corners of India. It will be like artists in a residency program. This
workshop will be held for Five days.

The first day will be the opening session and for this introductory session
Professor Him Chatterjee will introduce all and speak about freedom and
discuss the spirit and significance of the Art workshop.

The next four days will be devoted by the artists to paint the canvas of size 4 x 4
ft. The valedictory session will hold the preview of the exhibition showcasing
the artworks by the artists. Among the invited artists there will a scholar who
will document the entire event and will produce a documented book containing
the images of the artworks and the artist’s thoughts and their journey regarding
the theme. The creations of the artists during the course of this workshop will be
the property the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies.

4. Aims and objectives- The primary aim to conduct this workshop is to bring
forth artists from all over the country and give them a creative space to
contemplate and assess on the given theme i.e., Freedom. Through interaction
the artists from all walks of life will aim to find different versions and
interpretations of freedom which will be depicted through a visual language.

5. Significance of the Workshop-How it will create new knowledge or
contribute to the discipline-1t will build up a creative space where artists are
free to find their own meanings and perception of Freedom. The workshop will
act as an artist residency programme. Through the means of a visual language
the artists will not only convey a message but will also move the viewers and
ignite the feelings of patriotism in one way or the other.

6. Workshop outline, including sessions-

For this National Painting Workshop eight renowned artists will be invited from
different corners of India wherein eight will be professional artists, the convener
will be invited to speak about the theme on the first day and another renowned
scholar will be invited who will be present during the course of the workshop
who will document and interact with the artists and at the end of the workshop
will submit a manuscript containing the images of the artworks and the artist’s
thoughts on freedom which later will be published into a book. This workshop



will be held for five days and the time will be from 10:00am to 05:00pm. Each
artist will be provided a 4 x 4 ft canvas. The first day will be the opening
session it will commence with the inauguration of the workshop and will follow
with an interaction with all invited artists to know their perspective of Freedom.
It will be moderated by Professor Him Chatterjee and Dr. Usha Bande. It will be
like an ice breaking session where all the artists will introduce themselves and
interact among themselves and will share their views on the given theme. After
lunch the artists will be provided with the canvases. The next three days i.e.,
Day 2, Day, 3Day and Day 4 will be devoted by the artists to paint the canvas.
On Day 5th valedictory session will be held and the preview of the exhibition
showcasing the artworks by the artists will be organized in the IIAS premises.
The creations of the artists during the course of this workshop will be the
property the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies. It will be requested to each
artist to bring their own colour and equipment for that an additional amount of
Rs. 2000/- will be provided by the institute. Besides this, the institute will take
care of their hospitality and travelling cost. As per as the past practice Rs.
25,000/- honorarium amount will also be paid to each artist and the invited
scholar.
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