
National Seminar on 

Historical and Philosophical Roots of India’s Strategic Culture: 

From Antiquity to the Present 

 

(July 23-24, 2025) 

 
Concept Note 

 

India has a long history of war and peace, and its philosophical approach to dealing 

with these and other complex security and foreign issues. Major Indian epics, including the 

Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the Bhishmaparva, the Shukr Neeti, the Brihaspati Neeti, as well 

as Kautilya’s Arthashastra, talk about war and peace in great detail. More to the point, they are 

treasures for understanding India’s strategic culture. Foreign invasions and their rule 

significantly made Indians rediscover their civilizational legacies, unique identity, and national 

achievements. However, a concentrated effort has been made by a section of scholars, led by 

George Tanham, to argue that India lacks a strategic culture.   

In response to this challenge, India's strategic thinkers, including Kanti Bajpai, C. Raja 

Mohan, K. Subrahmanyam, and others, have strongly outlined a long history of India’s strategic 

culture through their writings. But it is equally valid that, unlike in the past, India’s security 

and foreign policies under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi have been rooted 

in historical, cultural, and philosophical traditions. In other words, the Modi government’s 

actions have strongly manifested India’s deep-rooted strategic culture.  

 For example, today, while India has emerged as a major economic and military power in 

the Indo-Pacific region, On the security front, the Modi government has taken several measures 

to ensure India’s security. To mention a few, rooted in India’s civilizational legacy, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, soon after coming to power, extended an olive branch to China and 

Pakistan. However, with no positive change in the behavior of the two hostile neighboring 

countries towards India, the Modi government has taken proportionate military action against 

China and Pakistan along the border. In this context, it is appropriate to mention that after the 

Uri terrorist attack, Prime Minister Modi warned Pakistan of solid action. Consequently, a 

massive surgical strike was carried out inside Pakistan, underlining India’s strategic culture of 

not hesitating to take military measures if and when required. This is also true of India’s 



position on China in Doklam and the Galwan Valley. This reinforced India’s commitment to 

taking solid measures against a country harboring imperialist and expensive ambitions.  

 India has also made efforts to become self-reliant in military production. India’s ties with 

major powers, especially with the US, Japan, France, and other countries, have underlined New 

Delhi’s calibrated moves to maintain its strategic autonomy. India’s position on the Ukraine 

war has equally reinforced its cherished stand on utilizing peaceful means to resolve disputes.  

New Delhi’s behavior towards its neighboring countries is marked by its peaceful coexistence, 

peace, and prosperity policy. India has continued to promote a multilateral world order and 

strengthen international institutions, including the United Nations. But mindful of the great 

powers’ unwillingness to reform these global institutions to reflect the world’s contemporary 

realities, Prime Minister Modi has sped up consolidating India’s efforts to boost regional 

groupings. India’s nuclear policy, too, underlines a delicate balance between war and peace. 

While India’s nuclear doctrine, formulated by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government, does not 

advocate the use of a nuclear arsenal in general, the possession of atomic capabilities certainly 

underlines India’s understanding of the changing nature of war in contemporary times. 

This, in turn, brings us to examine the meaning of strategic culture and to understand 

the evolution of India’s strategic culture. Strategic culture is that set of shared beliefs, 

assumptions, and modes of behavior derived from common experience and accepted narratives 

(both oral and written) that shape collective identity and relationships with other groups and 

determine appropriate ends and means for achieving security objectives. To put it more 

intelligibly without academic jargon, strategic culture is an identifiable set of basic assumptions 

about international and military issues. 

  Though there is no shortage of literature on India’s strategic culture, several questions 

about India’s strategic culture have remained unasked and unanswered. For example, how and 

to what extent has India's civilizational history and philosophy influenced its strategic culture? 

What are India’s views about war and peace? What is India’s notion of power? What strategy 

has India historically pursued to defend its sovereignty and national interests? What has been 

India’s traditional military strategic thinking and behavior? What kind of security and foreign 

policy challenges did India face in ancient times, and how did it deal with them? How and to 

what extent do the Ramayana, Mahabharat, and other epics, traditions, and historical 

developments continue to shape India’s strategic culture in contemporary times? 



In this context, the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies organizes a national seminar 

to examine India's strategic culture's historical and philosophical roots. In particular, this 

seminar aims to achieve the following objectives:  

 

1. To analyze the impact of India’s history, philosophy, and traditions on the evolution of 

India’s strategic culture  

2. To assess how Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s initiatives have reflected a concrete 

assertion of India’s strategic culture that is deeply rooted in its classical textual treasures  

3. The sociological background and personality of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to find 

out how and to what extent his personality has been influenced by Indian tradition and 

culture;  

4. To evaluate why and to what extent a BJP-led NDA government has been guided by 

India’s cultural-philosophical ethos while tailoring India’s security and foreign policies 

5. To examine the relevance of these roots in India’s strategic culture in the context of the 

changing realities of the contemporary international order. 

The significance of the seminar lies in the fact that it will help us understand the nature of 

strategic culture in India and how and to what extent India’s concept of strategic culture is 

different from the West’s strategic culture. The seminar will enable us to explain the 

significance of India’s cultural-philosophical traditions as an input in its security and foreign 

policy. It will throw light on how India’s foreign policy under the leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has been conditioned by several factors and forces, including its traditions, 

philosophy, and civilizational history. This seminar assumes significance in examining how 

and to what extent the Indian military’s unprovocative behaviour is rooted in India’s traditions 

and culture, among other significant contributions. This seminar will surely add to the debates 

on India’s strategic culture. First, it will squarely establish that India, a civilizational nation, 

could not have protected its cherished identity, interests, and means despite foreign invasions 

and rules for centuries without a strategic culture. Second, this seminar will be the first 

academic activity to analyse the Modi government’s security and foreign policies through the 

lens of India’s traditions, history, and philosophy. This, in turn, will help us understand how, 

why, and to what extent the security and foreign policy orientations undertaken by the Modi 

government will continue in the future. Third, this seminar will add a new dimension to India’s 

understanding of war, peace, diplomacy, disarmament, and nuclear power by linking New 



Delhi’s approach to dealing with these issues to India’s long-cherished view of the world as 

one family (वसुधैव कुटुम्बकम्).  

Hence, the Indian Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla, invites eminent academicians, 

diplomats, policy analysts, and defence personnel to deliberate upon those mentioned above 

and related issues. We are inviting papers on the following and associated subthemes: 

1. India’s Strategic Culture: A Theoretical Framework 

2. The evolution of India’s Strategic Culture through the Epics  

3. Cultural and Philosophical Roots of India’s Security and Strategic Culture 

4. India’s Concept of Using Military Power 

5. War and Peace: India’s Approach  

6. The Security Environment in South Asia: Policy Options for India 

7. India’s Self-Reliance in the Defence Sector: Hopes and Reality 

8. India as a Major Global Power 

9. The Leadership Factor and India’s Foreign and Security Policies under Modi 

10. India’s Ties with Major Powers 

11. India’s Nuclear Policy 

 

 

*** 


