Winter School (1 Dec -15 Dec, 2021)

Theme: “Arthaayaama: Towards a Dharma- centric Vision of Economy/ Political Economy
With Special Reference to Gandhi and Other Indian Thinkers”

Coordinator: Sudhir Kumar
Professor of English, DES-Multidisciplinary Research Centre
Panjab University, Chandigarh-160014

Important Dates and other instructions :-

A.

Eligibility for participation:

Young Teachers/ Research Scholars/ Post Graduate students situated at present in the
Colleges / Universities of India

OO0 Coo0ooc ooooc: ¢ Corona Related Important Undertaking to be attached
with the Application) : All the aspiring participants are required to attach the scanned
copy of either “ the Double Vaccination “ or Latest scanned copy of RTPCR( COVID
negative ) along with an undertaking that they are not having any COVID - symptoms at
time of their departure for IIAS Shimla- failing which their candidature will be rejected.

The aspiring participants should submit the abstracts ( 500 words only) of their
presentation papers based on the list of topics cited below to < aro@iias.ac.in> cc to
<ksudhir62@gmail.com> latest by 11 Nov 2021 ( midnight)- failing which the application
will be rejected.

.Last date to inform the selected candidates (20-25- subject to the conditions / facilities
available at the Institute by third week of November 2021.

It is mandatory for the selected candidates to submit their working presentation papers
(2500-4000 words) latest by 25 Nov 2021 to <aro@ias.ac.in> cc <
ksudhir62@ gmail.com> - failing which your place will be offered to the first on the waiting
list on the basis of merit. The paper should be accompanied by a scanned copy of the
Anti-Plagiarism! certificate (that may be taken from a good software such as Turnitin,
Grammarly, Copyleaks etc.)

All the selected patrticipants are required to strictly follow the instructions/ rules issued by
IIAS Shimla authorities or Coordinator pertaining to discipline, academic and
administrative norms, and other matters pertaining to the conduct of the event and the
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Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and the Institute reserves the right to cancel the
selection/participation of a candidate found guilty at any stage.


mailto:aro@iias.ac.in
mailto:ksudhir62@gmail.com
mailto:aro@iias.ac.in
http://gmail.com/

reputation of the Institute. Any violation of the instructions would result into the summary
disqualification of the candidate.

The aspiring participants are required to email their Abstracts (only 500 words) keeping in view
the following areas to < aro@iias.ac.in> cc to <ksudhir62@gmail.com>Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla latest by 12 Nov 2021 (midnight). Late submissions will not be
considered for participation:-

1. Interconnection and Interdependence of “Artha” and “Dharma” Purusharthas in Indian
Dharma-Centric Knowledge Systems.

I N I A I A |
o [ [

2.. “Artha” of “Artha” in the Context of Sanatan Dharmi Economic/Civilizational Contexts of
Bharat. ™ OO0 ™ 00O UOOO: DOOO0 DO0OO0 D000- 0000000 OO0 00000 00d O

3. Relevance of Kautilya’s Arthashastrain Contemporary Contexts.

I O e A e v
Oooooooooooo/ Doooooo - oo Do0od

5. Need for Revisiting Gandhi’'s Economic Vision Based on Swaraj, Swadeshi,
Sarvodaya/Antyodaya in Contemporary Contexts of Sustainable Development. 1101101,
0 2 e o o 0 [

6. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya’s Ekatmak Manav Darshan (Integral Humanism) and His Holistic
Economic Vision 0000 DOO0O000 C0 Dooooon 000 Coooe o0 Cooooees

7. Representation of Arthaayaam or Economic - Discourse in Cultural/Artistic/Literary Texts of
India (000 D0 DO0O0000 000 0000- 000000)

8. Significance of Dharma-Centric Economic/Civilizational Vision in Contemporary (Post-
modern?) Society in the Contexts of Artificial Intelligence, Artificial Currence and
Consumerism With Special Reference to Rajiv Malhotra’s WorkCooor  COrc,
R e A e O I
I T O O O A /I 0 [
L)

9. Significance of “Artha” as a “Purushartha” in the Dharma-Centric Life-
Style/Culture/Civilization 0000 CO000 Q000 Ooooos /0 Doooee /0 SEseoeee Cee
R A A O I T N

10. Ecological Consciousness and Dharma Centric Economic Vision in Contemporary
Contexts of Global Warming and Sustainable Development. 0000 o CEon
00000000 0000 00000

11. Marxist and Gandhian Economic Thought: Conflicts and Convergences

12. Genealogy of Gandhi’'s Economic Thought (Thoreau, Ruskin, Tolstoy, Dadabhai Naoroji
etc)

The aspiring participants may also explore other Indian thinkers/ areas related to the
Theme of the Winter School. The selected papers will be published also by IIAS Shimla.
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Theme- Note of the Winter School (1-15 Dec 2022) to be held at Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla -171005

In the frightening contexts of increasing dangers to our planetary existence because of the
prevalence of dominant “ adharmic ( unethical or value- neutral) discourses of economic
globalization - embedded in insatiable human greed, lust for power, violence, exploitation and
oppression of the other - so visibly manifest in the form of unbridled growth of economic
inequalities, consumerism, obsession with artificial intelligence, cultural imperialism, terrorism ,
global warming/ climate change etc , the proposed Winter School intends to critically examine
the increasing relevance of an Indic dharma-centric “ economic - vision or Arthaayaama” - that
is non- anthropocentric , holistic, eco-friendly, and therefore, truly “sustainable or shaashvata”.
Needless to say, purusharthas such as “ Artha” ( creation of wealth or political economy) and
Kama” (desire in its protean forms) have always been quite central to the Indic Sanatan Dharmi
Vision of Life as so long as they are grounded in “ dharma” ( implying righteousness, morality,
good conduct, duty, rights, all embracing spirituality , law , justice, essence - not implying - sect,
religion, mazhab, creed, ritual or convention etc), - leading humanity or Srishti to liberation or
Mukti or Moksha. Right from the Vedic Vaangmaya , Kautilya, to Gandhi, Kumarapa, Deen
Dayal Upadhayaya to Rajiv Malhotra, the discourses on “ Artha” - that is, wealth creation or
political economy” have always remained grounded in the diverse yet unified meanings of
dharma. That is why, in the dharmic Indic “ Arthaayaama’( economic thinking), Swaraj/ Swa-
Bodh/ Swaadhinata, Swadeshi, Satyagrah ( truth- force) Sarvodaya/ Antyodaya, Swaavalamban
( self-reliance) have been at the centre of any notion of economic development or wealth
creation or political economy.

The proposed Winter School is an attempt to discuss and critically analyze the significance and
relevance of the dharma- centric vision of such important thinkers as Gandhi (including the
Geneology of Gandhi’s Thoughts on Economy), Kumarappa, Sri Aurobindo, Vinoba Bhave,
Tagore, Subhas Bose, Nehru, Ananda Coomarswamy, Lala Lajpat Rai, Swami Karpatri ji,
Swami Achootanand ji, Dr Rammanohar Lohia, Dr Ambedkar, Jaiprakash Narayana,
Dharmapal, Vandana Shiva, DattopantThengdi, Dr M S Swaminathan, Amartya Sen, Subhash
Palekar, Gurcharan Das, Rajiv Malhotra and others, including special sessions on “ Marxist and
Gandhian Economic Vision: Conflicts and Convergences” and “ Genealogy of Gandhi’s
Economic Thought” in the light of the above- mentioned theme.

The aspiring participants ( young teachers and students situated in colleges and universities in
India ) while sending their abstracts to IIAS office should keep in mind the contributions of the
above- mentioned Indian thinkers ( one can take up any other Indian thinker for critical study
having a bearing on the theme of the Winter School) and make their presentations accordingly.



